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Mz Mildved D. Brown, ownerfeditor of the Gmnha Star Newspnper expired Thursday
merning, Novembar 2, 19589, in the ofices che loved at the newspeper office ot 2216 Morth 24th
St

One of four children of the Reverend B.J, and Mapgie Brown, Mz Brown was born in
Birminghatn, Alabama, At 16, she graduated from her mother's nlma mater, Miles Memorial
Teachers College, and then taught elementary school

In the summer of 1336, she met Dr. Edward Gilbert. They were married in the fall and
moved to Chicapo where she continuyed her education and swentually to Sioux Jity, Towa,
“Millie"” as she was affectionately known to her many friendsz and associaies, started her career
as @ newspaper woman in Sioux City in the mid.2830°s when Reverend IDH. Harris said she
should vembore mto the newspaper businese, Taving the two yesrs that she publiched the
amall weekly, she urgamzed the Booker T. Washinptan Commanity Center fﬂr}rnung peap]e i
her neighberhood "who were wandaring aimlessly in the streets™ . - -

In May of 1984, Mildred was honored at a fund-raising banguet for her support ﬂfﬂ muEtp
tude of minerity causes and coneerns, The Omaha Star was used primarily as 3 vehicle of
communication for nows of concera to Grmaha's minorities, and during the period of the puebli-
cation, the newspaper faithfully recorded the pelitical, eultural, relipious and soeiat fife of
Nebraska's Black peeple. Besides veceiving numerous awards for her servien to the entire
commanily, she spent countless hours working with the community, and supporting any
number of projects. One of her mnin concerns was seeing to it that young people received an|[;
education, the drug problem had alsa beeome a coneern of the Chmahg Star and its publsher, |
and after recetving the “Unsung Hergine Award” for servies nwarded by the NAACE, shel|
hecame anc of only 35 praple in the counfry so honeored. Mrs. Brown was appointed by prosi-
dent Lynidon B. dJehnson as a "geodwill ambassader” to East Germany to investigate alleped
human rights wviolations fellowing construction of the Berlin Wall

This speciaﬂad_y was a member of the NAACP, CHAD, the Black Puhiishers hssuciation i
loesl and national Urban League, the Great Plains Black Museum and the United Methadist
Community Center. Her interest in locat causes was known throughout the country, and her
itvolvement in the ear]y Civil Rights movement with the Omaha DePorros Club and the other
local Civil Rights organizations helped in establishing her reputation as a “strong persen” who | 3
was interested in obtaining Civil Rights and Equal Rights for all persons. She personally went |}
“tabat” tany titnes during the early Civil Rights movement, and worked behind the scenesin
local movements that helped greatly in making Omahsa have Lo step forward to keep up with
the rost of the couniry in Open Housing, FEPC and civil righls.

She was known for her tove of blooming yellow chrysanthemums and was also known for
her love of corsapes, she was rarely seen in public without a flower

Ms, Brown was preparing to cefehrate the 515t year of publishing the Omaha Star, and
during her career in Omaha, she was known as a dediceted percen whose stopan was “that ril
people are alike, regardless of race, creed or color, and as one who has tried to educete people to
that.” She often said she would Iike to he remembered as a person who dedicated her life to
yvouth... semeons whe tried Lo practice what she preached... that all people are alike, regardless
of race, ereed or coler, and as ane who has iried to edueate people to that.
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